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The neoliberal policies implemented in Europe with a view to dealing with 

the economic crisis have had an enormous impact on public goods and 

education. 

Due to these policies enforced by the EU and some governments of EU 

member states, austerity measures and budget cuts continue to be 

imposed. Through Troika, who lacks any democratic legitimacy, austerity 

policies are imposed on the people of Europe (e.g. Greece, Portugal, Spain, 

Ireland etc). The same policies are also enforced in countries of Eastern and 

Southern Europe. Overall, through the EU Fiscal Pact, more drastic cuts are 

constantly being imposed on workers’ wages and pensions and on social 

welfare budgets of countries-members.  

The debts have not been created by the people of Europe, but primarily by 

the banking industry and the large capital holders. With the existing 

austerity measures, wealth is being redistributed in favour of the rich and 

powerful at the expense of workers and the majority of the people. 

In the education sector, these cuts have resulted in a large reduction of 

public spending on education, which have already been at unacceptably 

low levels in many countries in Europe. Some of the effects that this policy 

has incurred on education staff and institutions include: cuts in teachers’ 

salaries and pensions, school closures, bigger class sizes, fewer permanent 

teaching contracts, increase in flexible labour relations and in teachers’ 

workload. 

Finally, with texts titled “Reshaping the Education” the EU has been 

promoting market values of entrepreneurship and competitiveness in the 

education sector at the expense of universal, human values; similarly, it has 



been promoting fragmented knowledge and skills at the expense of 

broader education and pedagogy in schools that should shape the 

democratic citizens of the future. 

We need to fight for these neoliberal policies to end in Europe. 

 We can achieve this by creating a strong movement of cooperation of all 

the teachers in Europe and also by making alliances with all members of the 

education community in each country including parents and students. We 

must also make alliances with other workers’ trade unions.  

We can win if we stay together, united. 

We can end austerity. 

We call for free, public education for all without discrimination. 

Resolution about the suspension of teachers in Greece 

 The ETUCE Special Conference condemns: 

 the suspensions of teachers in Vocational Education and Training in 

Greece leading to compulsory job mobility, demotion, change of 

profession and to the dismissal of 2.500 teachers , 

 the abolition of important sectors and specialties of Vocational 
Education and Training (such as health-care, applied arts, cosmetic 
science), which has deprived over 20.000 students of their 
educational choices each year. 

We demand a fair solution now: 
- no teacher should be dismissed· 
- all abolished sectors and specialties of VET should resume operation· 
- all suspended teachers should return to their assigned positions. 

 
 

 

 


