Appeal of the General Assembly on Education

In the 4th European Social Forum

(Athens 7-5-2006)
We, as educationists, movements, organisations, trade unions, associations, and various components of civil society who participated in the ESF of Athens, call on all the organisations concerned with education in Europe to support the following appeal: This appeal is addressed to everybody, to all those working in schools, colleges and universities, in non-formal education and in extra curricular activities,  to students and school-children, to families, to the world of culture, science and art, to members of Parliament and other elected members, to the trade unions and associations, to all workers and their European trade unions:
We reconfirm the principles of the World Platform of Struggle adopted by the Charter of the Forum of Education in 2001, by the third World Education Forum in Porto Alegre in 2004  and by the World Social Forum in Caracas in 2006. 
1) Education as a public good is a global priority and an inalienable human right which influences people's whole lives. 
2) This right is essential for the access to all the other rights, education is a big aim in the social needs of workers, for the construction of values based on solidarity and for the full deployment and practice of citizenship.

3) The state and public policies in general must ensure that all the necessary means are provided for the realisation and promotion of these rights.

4) It is the duty of the state to guarantee, as part of public service and without discrimination or exclusion related to nationality, religion, ethnicity, sex, social class and sexual choice, the full right to a substantial high-quality public education, at all levels from pre-school to university.
For all the above reasons we are 
· Against all neo-liberal policies in education and training, such as the policies promoted and implemented by the E.U. (i.e. Bolkestein Directive, the GATS, the Bologna Process, the Lisbon Declaration, etc.) 

· Against the subordination of education to the demands of the market
· Against the increase of private funding or public – private partnership in the founding and running of schools 
· Against the deepening of social inequalities that enhances social exclusion
· Against the impoverishment and the restructuring of the curriculum, both of which subjugate education to commercial logics and rationales 
· Against the casualisation of school workers and the introduction as well as consolidation of all kinds of flexible labour conditions
· Against racism and neofacism 
Education, as an inalienable right for all, must be a high-quality public good. For this reason we are wholeheartedly determined to fight:

· For the increase in public investment in education (at least 7% of GDP).
· For the promotion of critical thinking and the full exercise of active citizenship.
· For the development of schools for children as part of the public service
· For a Higher Education and research in the service of the democratic promotion of knowledge and of creativity 

· For the acquisition of the necessary and desirable qualifications by all young people, that would enable them to develop each in his/her own way.
· For an awareness of gender differences and equality of access and rights. For an education that does not adapt to male stereotypes
· For a high quality professional training and labour conditions for all education workers.

· For the inclusion of the non-formal education as the public and free services.

· For the integration into all education grades of students with additional needs.

· For migrants’ and refugees’ free access to all educational grades and for the recognition of cultural and linguistic differences as a common value.
· For the recognition that the debt that affect the so-called developing countries is not legitimate and prevent an appropriate investment of those countries in elemental matters as education.

· For the energetic participation of young people in the social process and for the active exercise of their rights 

· For cuts in spending on war and for a substantial increase of education funding.
· For a secular school
· For the promotion of peace, cooperation, solidarity, and of human rights for all, without discrimination.
· For a status of students
· For the access to professional training in a public service, as a right for all.
In this context, schools, Further and Higher Education institutions, extra curricular activities and every other area of education must become a democratic and collective public place which welcomes, recognises and creates relationships among all those who participate in the educational process  (teachers, students, pupils, parents and the community).

For all these reasons it is crucial during the next period of time:

A. To continue and broaden the network of organisations and movements that are involved in and promote education. It is also necessary to strengthen cooperation between student movements and trade unions,  the parents’ associations, the trade unions and various other social organisations and movements. The struggle for a free and public education concerns everyone.

B. To organise common education action days on the basis of this appeal and with the following motto: “We support free and public education at all levels, for all people without discrimination. We resist privatisation. We reject a market-driven education”.
C. We call for a European week of common action against the commercialisation and the privatisation of education in the third week of November 2006.  For example on the 17th November we support a European Student Day of Action. 
D. If the public services networks decide on a common (day of) action, we ‘ll support it.
