Views and requests by OLME on teacher’s problems and on the condition of Education in Greece 
Abstract of the decisions taken at the 13th OLME Congress 
The 13th OLME Congress was held in Athens from 28 June until the 1st July 2007. This congress was held in a critical period for the political, social and educational developments in Greece.
The congress was lead to a very important decision which will constitute the context for the action of our Federation for the next couple of years. As it is stated in the decision of the congress, the attack of neo-liberalism in Greece, Europe and the world is getting stronger. All over the world inequality, poverty, increase of exploitation, war intervention, ecological destruction are the consequences of a new barbarism, which is determined by the domination of USA, of the supranational monopolies, of OECD and IMF. In Europe competition/competitiveness is acclaimed as a main target and, in order for it to be promoted, structural policies (market liberation, privatization, work market policies) are being focused, since fiscal and monetary policies are considered as “locked”.  Lisbon’s strategy constitutes the modern tool for all kinds of restructuring against the working people aiming firstly at the de-structuring of what is left from the social model, of the employment model, as well as of the regulating context for the protection of work and secondly at the securing of cheap man labour for the capital.  The attack extends even to the rights and liberties of the individual. The general governing principles of the so-called “flexicurity”, which have recently been announced by the European Committee, have as their target the broadening of flexible work types that will be accompanied by the setting aside of insurance rights, with a parallel undermining of Collective Labour Bargaining and mainly of all the protection rights against dismissals.  
A special report is made in the congress’s decision about the developments in Greece. It is stated that, within the context of the above mentioned broader policies, the new-liberalistic structural changes are being promoted by all Greek governments of at least the last two decades. The government privatizes public goods of vital importance, while the tough austerity, the galloping cost of living, the de-regulation of working relations and the unemployment broaden the social inequalities. 

The congress has a positive estimation on the educational movement as it was recently developed.  This movement has marked not only the educational but also the political developments in the country. It has proved to be a dynamic movement against the challenges of the coincidence; it has proved its resistance, its strength and its effectiveness. Thus, despite the negative political circumstances, it has cancelled substantially the reactionary revision of the article No 16 of the Greek Constitution which prohibits the establishment of private universities. The experience from this magnificent struggle is a precious heritage for us all. 

The decision of the congress contains all the basic requests of the secondary education teachers. 
The claim for wage increase, 1.400 € starting (non-gross) salary, constitutes the basic line of OLME’s financial policy, aiming at the realization of the teachers’ central and dominant request: “decent living on our wage”. 
In this decision, governmental fiscal policy and 2007 budget are being severely criticized and disputed, because they cause new austerity for the teachers and generally for the civil servants, as a usual policy of all the previous governments. 

Regarding the insurance and retirement rights, estimated to be threatened by neo-liberalistic policies, the text of the decision promotes the request for a complete pension after 30 working years, with no age limit, calculated as the 80% of the last salary before retirement and for the abolishment of the existing relevant legislation, which is against our insurance and retirement rights. 
The congress, in the face of the adverse changes which are being promoted from 1/1/2008 with the activation of the relevant Act that schedules the gradual increase of age limits and the decrease of pensions, demands at any rate a freeze of these changes. Another very important position of the congress is that the reserve of the Insurance and Pension Funds should be utilized for stable and secure profits without any risk and any intermediary. Also, the right of veto by the workers’ representatives on every critical decision must be enacted.  
According to the congress’s decision, it is demanded that the right of a total substantial negotiation on Collective Labour Bargaining for the teachers should be consolidated. Another important point of the decision is the demand for a pedagogical freedom and democracy at schools with a parallel abolition of the whole legislation under which the “compliance”-guidance of teachers is attempted.
A great part of the decision constitutes of the educational problems and the criticism against the educational policy. Through that criticism during the 13th Congress against the educational policy, the teachers express their opposition against the market and enterprises education, which proposes skill learning, information accumulation and incoherent knowledge instead of education, culture and overall knowledge. In this context, it is pointed out that there is opposition against Co-operation of Public and Private Sectors, the content of the new books and the way they are written, the report by the National Education Board on the Secondary Education, the anti-educational Act on Vocational Education (3475/06 Act) with the already known negative consequences on the secondary vocational education, the students and the teachers of all subjects, the establishment of the marking basis of “10” for the National Exams, etc.

Within the context of the educational requests, the immediate increase of public expenditure for Education at a level of at least 5% of GNP is being complemented aiming at 7% of GNP or 15% of the National Budget. 
It is also requested that compulsory education should be established to last 12 years with a perspective of a united 12year school, that the new Act on Vocational Education should be abolished and new measures for the support of technical-vocational education should be taken, like the enactment of a Post-Upper-Secondary Specialization Course.

OLME’s requests on both the induction of educational training into basic teachers’ training and the in-service teachers’ training are also very important. 
  Lastly, the decision of OLME’s 13th Congress invites all the teachers to support the struggle utilizing and further developing the common pan-educational action with the opening of the new school-year. This struggle has to go through the creation of a polymorphic, uniting, radical, demanding educational movement for the defense of Public Education at all grades, as well as the quality of life and the rights of the teachers. 
 This struggle should be developed on the following axes: 
a) funding of public education - no privatization 
b) radical changes of the content and the function of schools (completed united knowledge-democratic school), and 
c) financial, working, scientific upgrade for the secondary teachers. 

The 13th Congress, taking into consideration both the rich positive and negative experience of trade-union movement, the phenomena of trade-unions bureaucratism and the de-rallying of the working people, the low participation in trade-unions, proposes the turn towards the basis of the unions. It also invites ELME (local teacher unions) to undertake initiatives on local level, in order for a strong cultural-educational current to be created.  


In the Congress participated 505 representatives, who were elected at the local unions (ELME) by almost 51.000 teachers, who broke positively the participation record compared to previous elections.
RESULTS OF CONGRESS’S ELECTIONS
                                                                 Votes              %         Members on E.B. 
	DAKE (Right wing)
	188
	38,1%
	4

	PASK (Social-democratic)
	124
	25,1%
	3

	SYN.EKP.KINHSEIS(Left wing)
	82
	16,6%
	2

	ESAK-DEE (Communist)
	48
	9,7%
	1

	PAREMBASEIS (Extra Left)
	44
	8,9%
	1

	OTHERS
	8
	1,6%
	 

	BLANK-SPOILT BALLOT
	10
	 
	 


OLME’s New Board 

President  KALOMOIRIS GRIGORIS from SYN.EKP.KINHSEIS 
Vice-president MANIATIS KOSTAS from PASK 
General Secretary BOIKOS KOSTAS from PASK 
Special Secretary, Public Relations and International Affairs  KOTSIFAKIS
                                                  THEMIS from SYN.EKP.KINHSEIS 
Organizing Secretary and Treasurer LOUKAS KORFIATIS from PASK
Members: KOSTAS VAMVAKAS from PAREMVASEIS  
                   DIMITRIS GEORGAS from DAKE 
                   DIMITRIS GHINIS from DAKE 
                   ANDREAS KALDIS from DAKE 
                   DIMITRIS PEPPES from DAKE 
                   KOSTAS SBONIAS from ESAK-DEE 
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