Initial Education and Teacher’s Education in Greece
The situation today

OLME believes that, besides the fact that the issues of initial education and continuous education of teachers, are of great importance for the quality of officinal education, there are, in these two sectors, very serious problems. 
Regarding the initial education, the most serious problem is that the sciences of pedagogy are not mandatory for many specialties of teachers of the Secondary Education during their pre – graduate studies, a fact that is resulted in “gaps” on their initial education, which the teacher’ s education (inset) cannot “cover”. 

In the sector of education (inset), we stress out that there is a lack of a general program of periodical long term education, which would be covering all teachers in scheduled times and will meet their basic educational needs. In the contrary, there is a wide range of “special” short term educational programs, which basically, are realized in the framework of the European Union. Those programs are being provided occasionally, uncoordinated and unorganized, resulted on not avoiding claddings and on satisfying partially the educational needs of teachers. 
The initial teacher’s education, especially of the newcomers, has also considerable problems. Because the education of teachers is being done right after their appointment, in the beginning of the new school year, and especially in areas geographically isolated, the offering of a worthy educational program is not the norm. 
In areas of importance, like education which aims at confronting the instructional inequalities, the intercultural and antiracistic education, the in-class education for children with special needs, the confrontation of school violence etc., there are very important gaps and deficiencies. 
In the end, concerning the followed European educational policy, we are marking that the new orientation of the educational programs, based on the Lisbon strategy, is extremely problematic. From our side, we have expressed our opposition in the education of the “market” and of the enterprises, which replaces education and completed knowledge with simple training, with accumulation of information and invertebrate knowledge. 
The new analytical programs and books, finally, are in favor of the “school of the market”. Their consequences are as much negative in the initial education as, mainly, in the teacher’s education. 

Propositions – Recommendations 
Initial Education 
We are aiming in the providing of initial education to all feature teachers, which will ensure them adequate scientific and pedagogic training. These two parts of basic education, the scientific and the pedagogical, are considered of equal importance for the performing of our profession. The system of the initial education of the teaching staff has to be flexible, allowing multiple combinations of connection between education in the scientific specialization with education in the sciences of pedagogy. 
The education of the teachers of the Secondary Education in their scientific specialization, has to be performed in the Institutions of the Higher Education, like it is today, without being modified from the education offered in those who, potentially, won’ t make a career in education. In parallel, we suggest the establishment within these university schools, of special programs of training for the candidate teachers in the subjects of pedagogy, psychology, sociology, teaching methodology, etc., which will lead to a diploma of pedagogical and teaching training. As an alternative proposition, we would suggest the initial education in the sciences of pedagogy to be provided in the courses of the other scientific specialties, which are operating in the Higher Education Institutes, with the appropriate conditions (establishment of corresponding sectors, etc.). 
Generally, the basic pedagogical programs and those of the tutoring education of the teachers, have to last, at least, for one academical year. The student / teacher, has to has the capability to study the pedagogical and training program, during his basic studies in the variable sectors of scientific specialization, as well as after his graduation and diploma. The successful attendance of the program of pedagogical and tutorial education will result to the allowance of a special affirmation, which will considered mandatory condition for the appointment in schools of the Secondary Education. 

Further Education 

The education of teachers has to be an integral part of the continuous professional development of the teachers, which will connected to the overall procedure of development and alteration of the educational system in whole, like OLME suggests. Education, in order to be effective, has to be planned in consensus with those, directly involved, that is educators and teachers. A stable and evolvable system of continuous education has to be established, based also on the contemporary scientific conceptions and the corresponding research data, as well as in the “transparency” and impartiality. 

Our basic proposal is the establishment of a teacher’s education with one year length of at least 4.000 teachers every year, with simultaneous release from their teaching duties. This education has to be realized with the substantial help of the institutes of the higher education, has to be for all and periodically and be financed from the State Budget. 

The programs of initial education for the new comers must be realized after their appointment and before the beginning of the school lessons, in close cooperation with the teacher, the workplace within the school and the university institutions. The programs must be organized in such way, so the new comers not to be forced to move in long distances. The on time appoint of teachers (during Springtime), will ensure the capability for the initial education to be provided without interruption, without surcharging teachers with their educational duties.  

We also believe necessary to ensure the capability of post – graduate studies as well as programs of teacher’ s education in master degree, through allowance of educational permissions. 
We are claiming, also, the organization of a supporting Network to the educational profession all over Greece, in which, through this, a systematic educational/pedagogical support will be provided to the teachers.  In this structure the educational trade unions will have primal involvement. 
In closure, we believe that the education of the teachers must not be faced only with the participation in some educational programs of long or short term, but as an integral part of the continuous professional development of teachers, which will be connected with the procedure of development and alteration of the educational system in whole.   
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