ΨΗΦΙΣΜΑΤΑ  ΣΥΜΠΑΡΑΣΤΑΣΗΣ  ΕΣΤΕΙΛΑΝ  ΣΥΝΔΙΚΑΛΙΣΤΙΚΕΣ  ΟΡΓΑΝΩΣΕΙΣ  ΑΠΟ ΤΗΝ  ΕΥΡΩΠΗ
Η Πανευρωπαϊκή Συνομοσπονδία Εκπαιδευτικών (ETUCE) και το ευρωπαϊκό τμήμα της Education International, 

η FLCCGIL ομοσπονδία εκπαιδευτικών όλων των βαθμίδων εκπαίδευσης από την Ιταλία, 

η  FENPROF ομοσπονδία εκπαιδευτικών όλων των βαθμίδων εκπαίδευσης από την Πορτογαλία, 

η STES-i ομοσπονδία εκπαιδευτικών όλων των βαθμίδων εκπαίδευσης και εργαζομένων σε άλλους τομείς από την Ισπανία, 
η  EESTIHARIDUSTOOTAJATE LIIT (EEPU) ομοσπονδία εκπαιδευτικών όλων των βαθμίδων εκπαίδευσης από την Εσθονία, 
και η Danish Union of Teachers ομοσπονδία εκπαιδευτικών όλων των βαθμίδων εκπαίδευσης από την Δανία  με ψηφίσματα που έστειλαν ενόψει της αυριανής δίκης συμπαραστέκονται στη Στέλλα Πρωτονοτάριου και τους συναδέλφους του 132 Δημοτικού Σχολείου Αθήνας, ανταποκρινόμενοι στην έκκληση της ΟΛΜΕ.
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 Pan-European Structure 
Brussels, 22 January 2010 

Message of Solidarity with OLME  
Dear colleagues, 

Educational International (EI) and the European Trade Union Committee for Education (ETUCE) express their solidarity with the position of the Greek Federation of Secondary Education State School Teachers (OLME) on the right of children to learn and use their mother tongue in education as a means to master the national idioms. 

OLME defends the rights of Ms. Stella Protonotarios, former headmistress of the 132nd Athens Public Primary School, who is currently prosecuted for supporting the education of Albanian migrant students, simultaneously in Greek and in their mother tongue, within the premises of the school. 

Teaching in mother tongue is not only a right for migrant children, but it is also contributing to their successful integration in their host country. EI and ETUCE therefore deplore the decision of the education authorities to prosecute the headmistress who approved a tolerant and non discriminative learning project which had the support of the school teacher board and was part of a larger Olympic Education Programme. 

In 1995, EI passed a Resolution on racism and religious intolerance, calling on its member organisations to «promote the creation of conditions within the school for the successful integration of children from ethnic minorities and for the children of migrant workers». Those conditions include the right of those children to learn and use their mother tongue. 

We also remind that the EU Directive 77/486/EEC of 25 July 1977 on the education of the children of migrant workers states that “Member States shall, in accordance with their national circumstances and legal systems, and in cooperation with States of origin, take appropriate measures to promote, in coordination with normal education, teaching of the mother tongue and culture of the country of origin for the children.” 

EI and ETUCE hope that not only will the headmistress Stella Protonotarios be cleared from all charges, but that the Greek education authorities will, in future, support pedagogical initiatives to facilitate the smooth acquisition of the national language for children from migrant communities. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ronnie Smith President 
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federazione lavoratori della conoscenza

TO

OLME 
GREEK FEDERATION
OF SECONDARY EDUCATION
 STATE SCHOOL TEACHERS
 2 Kornarou str. & Ermou
TEL: 00 30 210 33 11 354 – 33 11 339
FAX: 00 30 210 32 27 382 – 33 11 338
e-mail: olme@otenet.gr, interolme@yahoo.gr
                                                                                                         Roma, 14/01/2010

Object: Solidarity  to Ms. Stella Protonotarios 

FLC CGIL , the most representative Italian education union, expresses its solidarity to Ms Stella Protonotarios, former headmistress of the 132nd Athens Public Primary School.

FLC CGIL reminds that pedagogical  freedom is a fundamental right that guarantees democracy and  possibility to find pedagogical and didactical solution able to give a positive answer to students’ individual needs. Besides the learning of the immigrant pupils’ mother tongue is essential for the acquisition of any other language as a second language.

FLC CGIL urges  the Greek Ministry of education to respect pedagogical freedom and sincerely trusts Ms Protonotaris will be acquitted of all charges
Yours sincerely,

Domenico Pantaleo

FLC CGIL general secretary

FENPROF – FEDERACAO NACIONAL DOS PROFESSORES 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rua Fialho de Almeida, n. 3 – 1070-128 LISBOA – Telef. 213819190; Fax. 213819198 – E.mail: fenprof@fenprof.pt 

Lisbon, 13/1/2010 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT 

ABOUT THE PROSECUTION OF MS. STELLA PROTONOTARIOS, FORMER 

HEADMISTRESS OF THE 132ND ATHENS PUBLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The National Federation of Teachers (FENPROF), the biggest and most 

representative teachers’ union organization in Portugal, expresses its solidarity to 

Stella Protonotarios and the other colleagues under prosecution, whose trial will 

take place on 22/01/2010, and appeals to the Greek Ministry of Education and 

Religious Affairs to intervene to put an end to this unacceptable situation. 

FENPROF emphasizes the fact that the initiatives implemented in the school 

and now considered “illegal” by the prosecution weren’t imposed by the 

Headmistress but democratically decided and approved by the School Teachers 

Board. Therefore, FENPROF expresses a clear support to OLME and all initiatives 

it may develop to defend pedagogical freedom and to fight against 

authoritarianism, racism, xenophobia and obscurantism in education. 

For the FENPROF National Secretariat 

Mario Nogueira 

General Secretary
SPAIN, 13,1, 2010

  



RESOLUTION

For the prosecution of Ms Stella Protonotarios, former headmistress of the 132nd Athens Public Primary School
STES-i  and its Confederación Intersindical denounce the prosecution of the teacher Stella Protonotarios.

We explicity condemn the unacceptable and provocative dememour of the actual headmaster.

We call on the administration of the Greek Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs to take a stand showing its dissaproval towards the new headmaster´s action.

STES.i and Confedración Intersindical express their total solidarity to our collegue and call on the educational community support the collegues of 132nd Athens Public Primary School whatever the means they decided to support.

We also support all the actions Olme decides to take in accordance to solve that.

In solidarity.

Esther Sainz-Pardo

International Area Coordinator  of STES-i and Confederación Intersindical. SPAIN
LIIT

EESTI HARIDUSTOOTAJATE 

Estonian Education Personnel Union 

UHESKOOSSUUDAME! 

TOGETHERWECAN! 
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GREECE Tallinn 

Dear Colleagues, 

Estonian Education Personnel Union representing teachers of Estonia expresses 

Protest against persecution of the teacher Ms Stella Protonotarios and supports the 

Colleagues of the l32nd Athens Public Primary School in their rightful defense 

activities of the former Headmistess of the school Ms Stella Protonotarios. 

Teachers and students should be guaranteed their freedom of choice – teachers to 

teach and students to learn to acquire the necessary knowledge. 

On behalf of the Executive Board of EEPU 

Sven Rondik 

President 
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Dear Colleagues,

Thank you for your email and the resolution regarding Stella Protonotarios. Sadly enough, these days mother tongue teaching has turned into a political issue in many countries. This is a situation that may damage many pupils' possibilities of learning - often groups of pupils who are already vulnerable. We are aware that the trial is taking place today and hope that Stella Protonotarios will be met with justice.

Best regards,

Dorte Lange

International Coordinator

Danish Union of Teachers
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